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CONPIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0520 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, SWEL, PAO, UNDP, EEC, BE, BY 
SUBJECT: GRB REQUESTS POOD ASSISTANCE 

REF: BUJUMBURA 510 



1 . REFTEL REPORTED GRB PEARS OP A FOOD SHORTAGE IN BURUNDI 
IN COMING MONTHS. EMBASSY HAS NOW I EARNED THAT GRB 
CURRENTLY ESTIMATES THAT 500,000 PEOPLE (APPROXIMATELY 
14 PERCENT OP POPULATION) WILL AIHXWW#PROM POOD SHORTAGE 
BETWEEN OCTOBER 1974 AND JANUARY 1975 AND MADE PORTQ # 

REQUEST POR FOOD ASSISTANCE AT RECENT FAOAVPP CONFERENCE 
IN MAURITIUS. ALTHOUGH THE WORLD POOD PROGRAM 
REPRESENTATIVE POR BURUNDI CONSIDERS THIS FIGURE HIGH 
AND LARGELY WITHOUT SUPPORTING EVIDENCE (HE CALLS THE 
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IS COOPERATING WITH THE LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OE THE 
EUROPEANDEVELOPMENT EUND AND THE BELGIAN EMBASSY IN 
STUDYING BURUNDI'S NEEDS AND HOW THEY CAN BE MET. 

2. PRELIMINARY CALCULATIONS BASED ON GRB EIGURE IMPLY 
A MAXIMUM NEED EOR 24,000 TONS OF CEREALS OVER EOUR- 
MONTH PERIOD, WITH LESSER QUANTITY NECESSARY IE 
POWDERED MILK AND LOCAL MEAT AND VEGETABLES WERE 
AVAILABLE. GIVEN SIX TO SEVEN MONTH LEAD TIME NEEDED 

ON MOST SUREACE SHIPMENTS VIA DAR ES SALAAM AND KIGOMA, 

ANY EMERGENCY AID THIS AUTUMN WOULD REQUIRE ALTERNATE 
ROUTING, MOST PROBABLY INCLUDING AIR LIET. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE BURUNDI RADIO, THE EOOD PROBLEM 
WAS DISCUSSED AUGUST 28 AT A MEETING OE ALL 

PROVINCIALGOVERNORS, WITH MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE BIGAYIMPUNZI 
ALSO PRESENT. GOVERNORS WERE INSTRUCTED TO REOPEN 
CLOSED MARKETS FOR NON-PERISHABLE EOODSTUEES; TO GIVE 
PRIORITY TO PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS SCHOOLS, 

HOSPITALS, AND MILITARY CAMPS; TO SUPERVISE TRADING 
IN FOODSTUEFS; AND IF POSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH STOCKS TO 
BE USED IN LESS-FAVORED PROVINCES. 

MARK 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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